
    

benefit members and non-

members alike. 

Soon, you will be receiving a 

copy of the 2009-2010 Mem-
bership Directory, thanks to 

all of the hard work of Jenni-

fer Dunn. 

As announced at the recent 

Region 2 Institute, held at the 

Turning Stone Resort & Ca-

sino, next yearôs Region 2 

Institute will be held here in 

Buffalo.  Our chapter was 

able to help fund 2 members 

to attend this yearôs confer-
ence based on a random draw-

ing.  Our winners were Judy 

Conti and Jeffrey Jacobs.  Our 

hope is that we can help fund 

several members to attend 

next yearôs conference and 

have a great turnout of WNY 

chapter members. 

While we continue with these 

uncertain times, although ex-

perts are saying the recession 

is over, HFMA will continue 
to provide excellent benefits 

to its members who are hope-

fully Making It Count! 

Itôs almost hard to believe that 

weôre approaching the end of 

another year.  Like most in-

dustries, health care is strug-
gling, although itôs been de-

scribed as an exciting time to 

be in this industry.  In the 

October 2009 issue of hfm, 

HFMA National published its 

consolidated financial state-

ments, showing that the or-

ganization is not immune to 

these financial difficulties 

either.  To combat these 

losses, National has taken an 
aggressive approach to cost 

cutting while ensuring the 

same benefits to members.  

National has offered discounts 

during the May membership 

renewal period.  Itôs also host-

ing a free ñVirtual Healthcare 

Finance Conference & Career 

Fairò on January 12 & 13, 

2010.  This conference will 

allow participants to receive 

the quality educational pro-
gramming that National pro-

vides, without the travel costs, 

and with free registration.  

More information can be 

found at www.hfma.org/

virtualconference. 

Locally, our chapter is con-

tinuing to offer quality educa-

tional opportunities at reduced 

costs, with subsidies from the 

chapter.  Christine Blidy and 

Daria Shanchuk, along with 

the rest of our education com-
mittee, have worked hard to 

think outside the box and 

bring new programs that will 

You will begin to see changes in the publication of  our newsletter òFine Printó. We will be trying different 

formats and looks to update and make it easier to read and enjoy the articles and pictures from our chap-

ter. We always welcome any member to submit suggestions or articles they would like to see published. 

Remember, Founders Points are awarded to the author. Please contact Bruce or myself with any ques-

tions or suggestions. 

 Jill Schaefer, CPA, FHFMA 

Presidentõs Message  

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E :  

Scholarship 

Winners  

2 

HFMA Golf 

Tournament  

3 

Region 2 

Institute  

4 

History of 

Puerto Rico  

5 

FPM in 

Puerto Rico  

6 

 Improve  PT 

Satisfaction  

7 

Sponsors 8 

A New Look 

 

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

¶ HFMA Region 

2 Institute  

¶ HFMA Golf 

Tournament  

¶ History of 

Puerto Rico 

Chapter  

¶ FPM in Puerto 

Rico 

¶ Holiday Social  

¶ Scholarship 

Winners  

Fine Print  
Fall 2009 

http://www.hfma.org/virtualconference
http://www.hfma.org/virtualconference


Scholarship Winners 

HANYS EAPG Webinar 

New Members 
 

We welcome the following new members to the WNY HFMA Chapter: 

 

¶ Ryan Grady, Senior Manager, Freed Maxich & Battagia 

      ndow@smhealht.org 

 

¶ Melissa Peglowski, Kalieda Health 

       mpeglowski63@gmail.com 

 

Transfer In: 

¶ Jessica Blackwell, Provider Negotiation Analyst, Univera Healthcare 

      Jessica.Blackwell@UniveraHealthcare.com 

Keeping with our mission of education, WNY HFMA offered a free 

webinar from HANYS on the new Medicaid EAPG Implementation. 

Over 30 people took advantage of this free education session. The  

two hour webinar covered the new EAPG methodology, recent 

changes to payments and the base rates, and the implications of other 

payers adopting the new EAPGs.  There was a question and answer 

period at the end of the webinar, where it was evident there is still 

much confusion on this new payment method. 

The WNY HFMA Chapter   
offered two scholarships to 

the HFMA Region 2 Institute 

held at Turning Stone Casino. 

All interested members were 
asked to submit their names 

and two were drawn from the 

list. 

The winners were Judy Conti 
from Niagara Falls Memorial 

Medical Center and Jeffrey 

Jacobs from ECMC.   

 

Chapter Leadership 
Officers and Board 

2009-2010 
 

President-Jill Schaefer 
President Elect-Christine 

Blidy 
Secretary-Jennifer Dunn 
Treasurer-Rachael Davis 

 
Board of Directors 

Class of 2010 

Mark Cye 
Judy Conti 
John Galley 
Linda Hall 

Class of 2011 
Kristin Anderson 

Sue Brown 
Todd Fragale 

Loralee Voelker 
 

Committee Chairs/Co-
Chairs: 

Social Events: 
Mary Ann Miccichi  
Michael Sammarco            

 

Newsletter: 
Bruce Liebel             

Loralee Voelker        
 

Davis Chapter Management: 
Kristin Anderson                           

 
Founders 

Susan Dybas            

 
Membership: 

Kristen  Chapman             
Mary Mahaney         

 
Patient Access: 
David Anderson                

Danette Szafranski              

 
Patient Financial Services: 

Susan Brown               
John Galley   

Kathy Tomasulo               
 

Educational Programs: 
Christine Blidy             

Daria Shanchuk            
 

Reimbursement: 
Russ Previte 
Paul Sweet               

 
Sponsorship: 

Peggy McDonough                 

Larry Nowak       
 

Certification: 
Bruce Liebel            

 
Yerger Award: 
Bruce Liebel             
Jill Schaefer             

Judy and Jeff at the Pre-Conference reception. 
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HEALTHCARE HUMOR 
         
 

    éFrom George Carlin     

    If 4 out of 5 people SUFFER from diarrhea éédoes that mean 
    that one enjoys it? 

 

    éFrom Rodney Dangerfield 

 
    ñMy mother had morning sickness after I was bornò 

 
    ñWhen I was born, the doctor came into the waiting room and 
      said to my father: ñIôm sorry.  We did everything we could, but 
      he pulled throughò 
   
    ñI went to see my doctor.  ñDoctor, every morning when I get up 
      and I look in the mirror, I feel like throwing up; whatôs wrong 
      with me?ò  He said, ñI donôt know, but your eyesight is perfect!ò 
 

 

      éAuthor Unknown 

 
     This old man in his eighties gets up and puts his coat on. 
     His wife says, ñWhere are you going?ò 
     He said, ñIôm going to the doctor.ò 
     And she said, ñAre you sick?ò 
     ñNoò he said, ñIôm going to get me some of those new little blue 

     pills.ò 
     So his wife gets out of her rocker and puts on her coat. 
     He said, ñWhere are you going?ò 
     She said, ñIôm going to the doctor, too.ò 
     He said, ñWhy?ò 
     She said, ñIf youôre going to start using that rusty old thing, Iôm 
     going to get me a tetanus shot.ò 
 

      MORE HUMOR:  
 
      ñI need to revise the death certificate I just handed youò my fellow 
     Doctor said to a nurse I was working with. 
     ñWhatôs wrong?ò she asked. 
     ñItôs a little embarrassing,ò he said.  Then pulling her aside, he 
     whispered.  ñI was in a hurry when I signed it and, well, I 

     accidentally wrote my name under óCause of Deathôò 

Chris & Mary Ann 

  

  
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

Golf Tournament - 2009 
By Bruce K. Liebel, FHFMA  

 
The Annual WNY HFMA Golf Tournament was held on 

Friday, July 24, 2009 at Rothland Golf Course in Akron. 

 

The day began with registration handled by Mary 
Mahaney & Rachael Davis.  The golfers enjoyed a great 

day of golf, especially with having access to the bever-

age cart, driven by Rachel Davis and Kathy Glose.    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mike Sammarco,  Tournament Chair, presented the fol-

lowing awards at dinner: 

¶ Low Score Women: 

       1st - Renee Sperazza 

       2nd- Mary Ann Micchi 

¶ Low Score Men: 

        1st -  Rick Tresmond 

        2nd - Justin Reid 

¶ Closest to the Pin 

         Mike Cournyea 

¶ Closest to the Line 

         Bruce Liebel 

 

Special thanks go to our Major Tournament Sponsor, 
Freed Maxixh & Battaglia, who did a great job with the 

online registration.  Thanks also to our other Sponsors: 

Lumsden & McCormick, Practice Management Center 

and CBCS Credit Bureau. 

 

     

Rachel & Mary at Registration 

Rachael & 

Kathy in the 

beverage cart. 

Kristin & Daria 

enjoying the 

golf outing. 

Golfing & Happy Hour  

Rob, Jim & Joe 


