
    

for all involved, and based on its 

success the chapter will be pursu-

ing similar educational events in 

the future.  Through the hard 

work of Daria Shanchuk and 

Christine Blidy, we offered sev-

eral new educational sessions that 

were very well received, and the 

chapter subsidized much of the 

costs. 

Outside of our goals, our mem-

bership committee, headed by 

Kristin Chapman and Mary 

Mahaney, hosted a new member 

wine tasting event that was well 

attended by new members and 

seasoned members alike.  The 

evening included great wine and 

appetizers and a good time was 

had by all.  The Chargemaster 

Committee headed by Robin 

Walters and Kelva Borden started 

from scratch and is making tre-

mendous progress and growth.  

Peggy McDonough and Larry 

Nowak beat all expectations, 

securing chapter sponsors.   

As I look back on my year as 

President, I am appreciative of all 

of the people who helped me 

along the way.  Beyond those 

mentioned above, I would also 

like to thank each committee 

chair and co-chair, and the mem-

bers of the board, who have sup-

ported me throughout this jour-

ney and for making it count. 

Itôs amazing how fast a year can 

go by and how much one can 

accomplish when working with 

great people.  Last year, at LTC 

we determined what our chapter 

goals for the 2009-2010 year 

would be.  One of those goals 

was updating the bylaws, so we 

would be in compliance with 

national reporting requirements.  

We sought out the help of the 

Chapter Advancement Team to 

facilitate some of the discussions 

and a committee working on 

bylaw revisions came to the con-

clusion that a policy and proce-

dures manual would need to be 

created in upcoming years.  My 

special thanks to Kristin Ander-

son, Christine Blidy, Susan Dy-

bas, John Galley, Linda Hall, 

Bruce Liebel, and Loralee 

Voelker for their help in making 

the revisions.   

Another goal was to redesign our 

chapter website.  This project has 

been a fun one in the making.  

The website is an ever evolving 

communication tool.  Itôs updated 

every few days to ensure that our 

members are receiving the most 

up to date information.  In 2010-

2011, we will be using the web-

site for online education registra-

tion and will be making every 

attempt to get copies of handouts 

for education events from the 

speakers in advance so we can 

make them available on our site.  

Again, my special thanks to 

Christine Blidy, Susan Dybas, 

Linda Hall and Bruce Liebel for 

helping me with this venture. 

Our last goal was to continue to 

provide quality educational op-

portunities to our members at the 

lowest possible costs.  To that 

end, we were fortunate enough to 

be able to offer 2 scholarships to 

the Region 2 Institute in Verona, 

NY.  While the conference has 

been held at Turning Stone and in 

Saratoga Springs in recent years, 

in 2010 it will be moving to 

Western New York, to the Ad-

amsô Mark, in October.  We also 

collaborated with several other 

chapters in Region 2 to bring the 

APC Webinar to our members 

for free.  This was a new venture 

Have you checked out www.hfmawny.org lately?  If you havenôt, youôre missing up to 

date information regarding chapter activities, education programming, and committee 

meeting information.  As we progress to a more ñgreenò chapter, check out the web-

site for handouts for upcoming education events.  Check out our website today. 

 Jill Schaefer, CPA, FHFMA 
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New Members 
 

We welcome the following new members to the WNY HFMA Chapter: 

 

¶ Peggy Zimmerman, Director Provider Products 

      Health Care Technologies 

      pzimmerman@hct.us.com 

 

¶ Karen Ebling, Department of Veteran Affairs 

      karen.millam@va.gov 

 

¶ Lynn Kaczmarczyk, Department of Veteran Affairs 

      lynn.kaczmarczyk@va.gov 

 

¶ Nancy Callara, IT Manager 

      Medina Memorial Medical System 

      ncallara@medinamemorial.org 

 

¶ Diane Skelton, Director of Medical Records/Privacy Officer 

      United Memorial Medical Center 

      dskelton@ummc.org 

Chapter Leadership 

Officers and Board 

2009-2010 

 

President-Jill Schaefer 

President Elect-Christine 

Blidy 

Secretary-Jennifer Dunn 

Treasurer-Rachel Davis 

 

Board of Directors 

Class of 2010 

Mark Cye 

Judy Conti 

John Galley 

Linda Hall 

Class of 2011 

Kristin Anderson 

Sue Brown 

Todd Fragale 

Loralee Voelker 

 

Committee ChairsCo-

Chairs: 

Social Events: 

Mary Ann Miccichi  

Michael Sammarco            

 

Newsletter: 

Bruce Liebel             

Loralee Voelker        

 

Davis Chapter Manage-

ment: 

Kristin Anderson                           

 

Founders 

Susan Dybas            

 

Membership: 

Kristen  Chapman             

Mary Mahaney         

 

Patient Access: 

David Anderson                

Danette Szafranski              

 

Patient Financial Services: 

Susan Brown               

John Galley   

Kathy Tomasulo              

Educational Programs: 

Christine Blidy             

Daria Shanchuk            

 

Reimbursement: 

Russ Previte 

Paul Sweet               

 

Sponsorship: 

Peggy McDonough                 

Larry Nowak       

 

Certification: 

Bruce Liebel            

 

Yerger Award: 

Bruce Liebel             

Jill Schaefer             

Don Fry (KPMG) & Jane Casale (DOH) 

Attendance was over 100 members and guests 

NGS presentersð Sandy, Kevin and 

Angie 

Kelly Delmonte, The Bonadio Group 

PAGE  2 

HFMA 2009 Annual Cost Report Workshop 
 

There was a large turnout at the annual Cost Report Workshop held at Terry Hills Golf Course and 

Banquet Facility in Batavia. Presenters from KPMG, NYSDOH, NGS and The Bonadio Group  

discussed changes for both hospitals and SNFs for the 2009 Cost Report. 
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HEALTHCARE HUMOR 
         
 

   ƴ Iôm not keen on taking pills, so when my doctor gave me a 

prescription to lower my blood pressure, I asked him if there were any 

side effects. 
ñYes,ò he said. ñLongevity.ò 

 

 

ƴ We rushed our four-year-old son, Ben to the emergency room with a 

terrible cough, high fever and vomiting. The doctor did an exam, 

then asked Ben what bothered him the most. 

After thinking it over, Ben said hoarsely, ñI would have to say my 

little sister.ò 
 

ƴ Flossing my teeth is a giant pain. But my dentist insists upon it. 

ñItôs just so hard to reach some of my teeth,ò I complained. 

ñAll right, letôs compromise,ò he finally offered 

ñJust floss the teeth you want to keep.ò 

 

 

USA TODAY Snapshots 

Tapping the Internet for Health Care 
Percentage of adults who used the Internet to: 

 

ǒ Look up health infoéé...... 51% 

ǒ Refill a prescriptionééé.. 6% 

ǒ Communicate with medical provider via e-mailééé.. 5% 

ǒ Schedule a medical apptéé 3% 

ǒ Visit chat groups to learn 

about health topicsééé.. 3% 
Source: National Center for Health Statistics, 

National Health Interview Survey, Jan.-June 2009 

 
 

On June 18, 2010 HFMA will once again be cheering on the Buffalo Bisons as they take on the 

Indianapolis Indians.  Game time is 7:30.  Tickets are $10 per person.  Bring your family and 

friends - all are welcome.  Contact Jill Schaefer (jschaefer@lumsdencpa.com) to reserve your 

spot today - ticket order must be placed by April 30.  

BISONS BASEBALL  

http://us.mc1117.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=jschaefer@lumsdencpa.com
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